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"PEARS IT’S APPLES 


Anne B. Davis out in Oregon has 
concocted various original this-’n- 
thats, oh, angels with flash bulb 


heads, historical doll folk and _the 


ones Kimport begged } 
for, delightful old; 
people with heads 
made of dried pears! : 
It was that stringy | 
neck shaping on; 
down from the: 
plump part of each : 
unpredictable wrin- | 
kled pear that we} 
recognized as the; 
touch of originality, : 
but let’s repeat Mrs. | 
Davis: 
“Pears sort of; 
choose their own: 
personalities in th 
drying, no two ever 
looked exactly alike : 
—I also use several | 
varieties of pea 
which give a differ- ; 
ence in texture, as, 
well as shape. You, 
will notice how much § : 
harder a pear be- age 
comes than an apple? oe = sis 
head. The heads I Ge 
have on hand are eight or. tor years 
old, so they should never deterio- 
rate, unless possibly subjected to 
excessive dampness. No head has 
ever spoiled after dehydration and 
I have some processed in 1944.” 
The picture is just for the rec- 
ord. We never possessed this 
Granny Pearhead rocking her dis- 
interested grandchild. We did get 


Bc 


one dozen precious old characters, 
peddling “Oregon” apples. Be as- 
sured, these pear head creations by 
are collector items; average 
= “= 9” tall, well dressed 
_and supplied with 
rosy apples, nothing 
: could be ‘better for 
fe. an Oregon state doll 
== or for an odd ma- 
- terial ‘group. No. 59 
» @ $9.50. 
Small Fry 
And here is an- 
other from _ that 
friendly versatile, 
energetic Anne Dav- 
- is. This has nothing 
to do with old wom- 
en — you'll see; 
“Must tell you a- 
bout the most re- 
warding doll talk I 
ever gave. I was 
4 asked to show dolls 
to a WFirst Grade 
| class, and was afraid 
=. it would be difficult 
to talk “down” to 
such young children; 
but do you know, 
eS saeee they recognized all 
the Misterieat ‘characters and seemed 
to love the stories about the sev- 
eral Indians and adored the dolls 
made from all the odd materials. 
“There was not a single second 
of inattention and they asked the 
teacher if they could write me 
“thank-you” notes for the show 
and I wish you could see some of 
the letters. I was simply amazed! 
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Never again will I hesitate to give 


talks to small children — they 

were more appreciative than any 

adult group has ever been.” 
—Anne Davis. 


COLLECTORS DOLL-UP 
MUSEUM'S DOLLS 


The American Museum of Natur- 
al History, New York City, is hap- 
py to announce that its much 
loved and much handled collection 
of some 150 dolls from all over the 
world, a regular part of the Mu- 
seum’s circulating exhibits, has 
had its collective face washed, pet- 
ticoats starched, pants. pressed, 
shoes shined and cracked skull 
patched, thanks to the gentle min- 
istrations of the Doll Collectors’ 
Guild of (New York. 

According to Mrs. Julius L. Rass- 
ner, Chairman of the QGuild’s pro- 
ject, there isn’t a cleaning or mend- 
ing product on the market that 
hasn’t been drafted into service. 
Dolls made by lonely Eskimos wil- 
ing away the angry winter months 
have had their fur dry-cleaned and 
leather polished. Century-old Ger 
man dolls of once famous manu- 
facturers have had their faded 
smiles repainted and their tattle- 
tale gray undies scrubbed and 
starched. Missing limbs have been 
replaced, wigs combed, brass but- 
tons brightened, stockings mended, 


identities re-established and trade- . 


marks traced. 

The Guild members were able to 
see their handiwork at the Mu- 
seum in a private showing, before 
the dolls went back on the road. 
Now clean, whole and shiny as 
new, they will continue their job of 
giving to children a visual under- 
standing of the dress and customs 
of other lands. 


IN HELPFUL REMEMBRANCE 


Reports and stories keep coming 
to us about the successful auction 
of the doll collection of Minnette 
R. Hatch of Oakland. Her death 
last year saddened all who knew 
this vibrant woman with her ar- 
dent collector’s spirit. Among the 
hundreds of dolls which reportedly 
were bid in at over $20,000.00 we 


proudly admit that many of the 


unusual ones had been supplied by 
Kimport. 

Mrs. Mary D. Kramer wrote: 
“We appreciated your gift to the 
Sutro Museum of the Muriel Bru- 
yere “Baby Minnette” doll taken 
from Minnette’s baby photograph 
holding the doll. To go with it, I 
donated an enlarged picture of the 
photograph. These, together with 
the doll donated by her daughter, 
Barbara, in memory of her mother, 
make a choice grouping. 

“In the same meeting at which 
your doll was presented, I gave an 
antique wax doll which had been a 
gift to me from Eleanor St. George, 
because it was dressed by a Ver- 
mont governor’s mother and my 
mother had been his first teacher. 
Now my daughter Mary will not 
have the sadness of presenting it 
in years to come.” 

Maybe this will be an urge for 
others with museum gifts in mind 
to “Do it now.” 


ALL IS NOT GOLD 

Back from two months in Eur- 
ope, Marjorie Siebert writes: “No, 
I didn’t find any dolls, but instead 
a delightful miniature Dutch liv- 
ing room furnished with 28 pieces 
of Dutch Sterling silver. Of course 
it is not antique, but it is beauti- 
ful. 


. 


@ 
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TO EXCHANGE— 
BUNNIES FOR BISQUE 


Margaret Hyde writes from Kan- 
sas about — but why should we list 
everything from brothers to bird 
seed! Mrs. H. says — “The pres- 
sure of closing two school libraries 
and remodeling the house, of keep- 
ing us all fed, clothed and in our 
right minds is grinding me down. 
Then there is the trick of main- 
taining sanity — example — son 
Donald just brought home a large 
white rat, dumped his parakeets 
into a cardboard box, bird seed all 
over the floor, and, has enthroned 
said rat in the bird cage. 

“In the years past, I went 
through this sort of thing with 
five younger brothers which prob- 
ably accounts for my intense in- 
terest in dolls. Dolls, glory be, do 
not wiggle or slither or chew up 
the bedding or escape from their 
cages — Ah, such restful and well 
behaved darlings are dolls!” 


FROM PERILS AT SEA 
Mrs. H. C. Morrow of Texas had 
& special reason for ordering our 
$5.00 Korean man in a tall hat. 
She explains:—“My husband was 
in the Army in Korea and found 
a Korean doll with delicate fea- 
tures, and real eyebrows and hair. 
On the ship coming home, my hus- 
band had to toss overboard almost 
all the possessions he still carried, 
but he tucked the small. doll iz. 
his shirt and got him safely home 
We now have such a sentimental 
attachment for our little Korean 
gentleman that we treasure him 
above all our dolls. He just must 
have a companion, so save one for 
us please.” 


eeecesoooocooooeeees FOR COLLECTORS 3 


NO WALLFLOWER 

Small dolls, usually of bisque 
and composition, did leave the 
factory sometimes with legs not 
identical in length. One simply 
can’t take unrestricted pleasure 
in a lopsided child so—o, what to 
do? 

Being more imaginative than in- 
dustrious, I offer my own quick 
solution. Put the doll stand on as 
usual, up under her skirts, if it 
be a she who can take the gripper 
top there; then let the doll stand 
firmly erect on the shorter leg, 
bringing the longer one forward, as 
in steppin’ out. Nothing stilted, 
nothing tipsy, but a lifelike pose 
results from this necessity turned 
to virtue! You’re welcome, 


FOR THREE GENERATIONS 

Doll Talk is flattered to retain 
the interest of such collectors as 
Mrs. C. P. Arambel of California, 
whose parents and now her own 
little girl have shared her hobby. 
She writes:—“Twenty years ago, 
my parents started a collection of 
foreign dolls for me. We became 
interested through your magazine 
‘Doll Talk’. However, as the world 
war began, my collection was tuck- 
ed away in cabinets and I went 
away to boarding school, then col- 
lege. 

“Now that I am married, with a 
little girl of my own, I am anxious 
to start adding to my original col-— 
lection so that she, too, may enjoy 
it with her future children as I am 
now. It is impossible to tell you 
how many pleasant evenings I have 
spent re-reading the first issues 
of Doll Talk. It is like finding a 
lost friend.” : 
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When Austria-Hungary fell in 
1918, what a scattering of little 
nations there was! In_ recent 
months we have been reassembling 
the kingdom by offering dolls 
imported from, and truly costumed 
to represent, the various main 
provinces. Here is one more pair, 
Slovenians from Yugo-Slavia, and 
we'll again list the ones previously 
shown. 


What a difference one letter can 
make in spelling. For instance, 
Slovenia is on the Bug River, not 
Big River! Every item in the cos- 
tumes of these provincial dolls has 
a meaning of it’s own, and must 
be correct. That’s how they are 
recognized by their neighbors! 

The materials of this pair are 
excellent quality, fresh, colorful; 
the workmanship expert and artis- 
tic. Their faces are carefully mod- 
eled, silk covered and delicately 
painted. The size is just right, 8 
inches. The man has a white cot- 
ton shirt, lemon yellow felt vest, 
and short black felt pants; all 
liberally bead, button trimmed. His 
high boots are real leather and his 
round green felt hat has qa feather 
at the back. No. 865 Slovenian 
Man, $5.25. 


With such a stylish beau to 
please, the girl is decked out in 
her best, showing much braid and 
embroidery in the doing. Her 
curled hair is dark and prettily 
contrasts the high crowned white 
tam, with it’s red braid band and 
green ribbon streamers. Her plump 


figure shows becomingly under a 
canary silk bodice with draped red 
scarf and ample white sleeves. Her 
blue skirt is a background for an 
apron gaily edged in fancy red 
braid. The colors are many, but 
the blend is perfect. Pedigree 
pages try to explain the difference 
between Slovenian and Slovakian, 
though both are fascinating. No. 
865A Slovenian Girl, $5.25. 


Other Yugoslav provincial types 
still. available through Kimport in- 
clude Yelena of Serbia, No. 863A, 
with her embroidered apron, braid 
bedecked ‘bodice and rainbow hued 
fan-tail skirt, $5.75. Velinka of 
Croatia is costumed entirely in red 
and white from lacey cap down to 
leather shoes. Her skirt is stiffly 
pleated and apron, bodice and 
sleeves are all covered with red 
embroidered braid. No. 862A, $5.75. 
Matching Nicholas of Croatia, No. 
862, is almost as gay in red tas- 
seled cap, bolero jacket and knee 
breeches, just $5.25. Macedonia is 
well represented by lovely Yulka, 
No. 864A. Her dress is richly pan- 
eled in red and gold braid with a 
heavy off-white outer tunic. Silver 
sequins crest her plain white scarf 
and her white sandals have knee 
high red and gold lacings, $5.75. 
Her man is Nenad, No. 864 a 
sturdy looking chap with fierce 
black mustache. He is dressed en- 
tirely in white with touches of 
color added by red and black hand- 
loomed belt, multicolored striped 
vest and leggings, $5.25. A new 
addition in this size range is Dujar 
of Dalmatia, No. 861AX, strikingly 
costumed in crisp white pleated 
skirt, blouse and apron with fancy 
colorful edging, black vest and red 
cap both trimmed in gold and red 
felt shoes, $5.75. 
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Made iby a different artist in 
scant eight inch size but also au- 
thentic Yugoslav imports are Ham- 
ilear, No. 858, and Helene, No. 858A 
of Montenegro. Their costumes are 
very similar as both feature pillbox 
hats, gay boleros with cross stitch 
design, white knit hose and red 
leather shoes. This sturdy moun- 
taineer couple have nice faces made 
of stockenette over a rubber base 
and cost only $4.50 each. 


Although Kim- 
port has sever- 
al very popular 
Japanese lines, 
' we were so tak- 
en by the sam- 
ple we received 
of the exquisite 
8” Lady with 
Parasol pictur- 
ed here that we 
rushed an order 
for several doz- 
en more just 
like her. In due 
course, we did 
indeed receive 
a shipment of 
several dozen 
individually 
boxed Japanese 
damsels' but 
much to our 
surprise, vastly 
assorted in attire and style. There 
were Horse Puppet, Drum and 
Lion Dancers, each authentically 
costumed in the proper age old 
cerimonial garb: There were La- 
dies with ornate wooden clogs in 
street attire, 
soms and even a few “seawater 
Cinderella’s” not to men- 
tion, you guessed it, a few Ladies 
with Parasol! We just laughed, 
threw up our hands and: gave 


with wisteria blos-— 


them all the same number, No. 807, 
and price, $3.95, so while they last 
you can take your pick or pot luck. 
All are beautifully costumed in a 
multitude of colors with attractive 
faces of good quality egg shell 
composition, neat coiffures and 
black laquered individual wooden 
bases. Whichever one you get, we 
know you won’t be disappointed. 


Real ~ at ee 


Amusingly designed Italian egg 
cup dollies were a Christmas spe- 
cial last year and must have graced 
many a holiday tree judging from 


your enthusiastic response. Once 
again we have a few available, 
three inches tall without their fine- 
ly knitted wool stocking cap, in- 
tended to keep that breakfast egg 
warm or add a touch of swank 
when used as an ornament. Man 
with pipe, No. 770, and girl with 
curls, No. 770A, are both brightly 
enameled and thoroughly charm- 
ing, $1.25 each. 

Tiny Israel sends a miniature 
fruit vendor who, as she kneels to 
hawk her wares, is only 3 inches high 
including her circular base of olive 
wood. Dressed in typical Arab 
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ankle length ruffled panties, has @ 
mighty mischevious look in her 
eyes, 168B. Tom, Huck and Becky 
are all priced at $2.50 each. 


costume with face and hands made 
of leather, she holds a basket of 
fruit in one arm as she holds out 
a sample of her produce in the 
other hand. On a bendable wire 
frame she is No. 896 at $2.50. 
Mark Twain, perhaps America’s 
best loved author, has been cap- 
tured in a cunning 6%” portrait 
doll, by a Hannibal, Missouri, doll 
artist. He is a striking figure in 
his white linen suit with flowing 
mane of white cotton hair, match- 
ing mustache and bushy eyebrows. 
No. 168M, $2.95. To keep him com- 
pany, we suggest a trio of 4” chil- 
dren, immortalized by his pen. Tom 
Sawyer, 168T, with fishing pole 
and Huck Finn, 168H, with knap- 
sack are a. delightful looking pair 
of roughnecks, bare footed and 
blue denimed. Miss Becky Thatch- 
er, though demurely dressed in 
pink dress with blue sash and 


The rolling pampas plains of the 
Argentine are home to one of the 
most fearless and dashing group 
of horsemen in the world, the 
Gaucho. This South American 
counterpart to our own western 
cowboy dressed in a ‘costume so 
ornate as to be almost “sissified” 
but despite his flowered chaps, ruf- 
fled trousers, swirling scarf and 
snap brimmed black hat the gaucho 
is a weather hardened, wild riding, 
two fisted outdoorsman that would 
put even our glamorized Western 
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cinema heros of today to shame. 
Direct from Buenos Aires comes 
our 9%” model, a gay, all felt 
caballero with handsome tanned 
featured face, No. 374. His costume 
is colorful and extra bulky legs 
enable him to stand proudly alone, 
quirt in hand. $7.50. 


A WHISPER TO OUR 
MAIL ORDER CUSTOMERS 


Of course you’d like to attend a 
show or come by Kimport at In- 
dependence, and we’d love to have 
you. Yet mail order has its mer- 
its. In the quiet of your home you 
can go over Doll Talk, or our spe- 
cial lists, or the personal letters we 
write, and make some very happy 
selections. Most of our business 
is done that way, as you know. 

Like the pioneering Sears and 
Wards, we tell only the truth in 
our descriptions and our guaran- 
tee of satisfaction is instant and 
without quibble. Our lay-away and 
installment payments help stretch 
many a ‘budget and place doll 
treasures that would otherwise be 
almost unatainable. We keep care- 
ful record of your preferences, and 
your request for any certain doll 
sets us looking, — world wide if 
necessary! We like to get letters 
and to write them, and it still 
costs only four cents to work won- 
ders! 


ee ee 


UN-CHRISTIAN 

How would family belongings 
ever become antiques were this 
custom adopted in general as it 
seems to be in one province of 
India? Velma Taylor forwarded 
the following from British Colum- 
bia. 


“In one of my letters from 
Brahmin friends in India, he, a 
physician, informed me of an odd 
doll custom. It appears that the 
women and children make and 
dress dolls each year, for one 
special day dedicated to the de- 
struction of old dolls and the 
‘birth’ of new ones. In turn the 
life span of these fresh new dolls 
will be just one year. Quite a 
little festival exclusively celebrat- 
ed by women and girls ensues in 
which they, bedecked in all their 
finery, climax the celebration by 
formally creating a funeral pyre 
of last year’s rag dolls!” 

This does sound sanitary, and a 
pretty new doll would offer com- 
pensation, but there must be many 
tears slipping out from the great 
brown pansy eyes of stoic little 
Brahmin tots to see the flopsy 
form of a playfellow wafting away. 


UNCLE SAM OUT FRONT 


Busy folks are the ones who 
find time to do even more, and 
Mrs. Margaret Siegfried of Pen- 
nsylvania sent a colored picture 
showing her dolls at an art league 
fiesta and with Uncle Sam leading 
all the rest! She wrote:— 

“Thought you might like to see 
the dolls at the fiesta. I’ve gotten 
the display together these three 
years and it has been a big success. 
But it’s a hard job! We ran the fi- 
esta for four days this year and as 
it is held on the square, it means 
bringing the dolls home each night 
and setting it all up next morning! 
It seems to be worthwhile though, 
for we have hundreds of people and 
nearly all stop to look at the dolls. 
Oh, and you can see ‘Uncle Sam’, 
so Kimport had a part in it, too!” 
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For this time, we decided to use 
Antiques as a separate enclosure, 
shorter descriptions and less con- 
tingent information, but enough to 
be convincing—we hope! 


One thing antique which we had 
put aside to offer here and now 
though, is a few old German china 
heads, medium low-brow, but all 
true blonds, with pretty features 
and hair style “Nellie Bly” as 
shown. ‘See what we mean by 
“information” ? 

Head only, 3% inches high, 2% 
inches across the shoulders, four 
holes for sewing on. No. ACl1, $8.50. 

Complete 11% inch doll, same 
pretty blond, only her head size is 
2% inches. Original sawdust-stuffed 
body has dull china arms and legs 
with brown high glaze shoes. This 
so called “Nellie Bly” style has 
rolls with nice top curls and swirls 
in toward the center in back. No. 
AC2, $10.00. 


NELLIE BLY 


MINNIE PRUE 


Next a chinahead that is not an- 
tique but the quaintest, inch high 
miniature you could ever imagine. 
“Minnie Prue” made her debut on 
a Doll Talk front page, Jan. 1956. 


She has remained a popular wee 
one ever since, and, anyway Dor- 
othy Hesner who makes Minnie 
Prue recently sent in a nice hig 
order in a baby shoe box! Old, 
white china headed veil pin is 
the beginning, bent so as to form 
the standard which sticks into a 
two tiered wooden base. Arms and 
legs look like those on the smallest 
of penny woodens, painted black 
hair and dolly features, rose pink 
frock. Could group with authenti- 
cally old dolls or in a miniature 
group. No. 152, $2.95. 

Old paper dolls are first love of 
a few collectors, but Kimport has 
never really specialized except to 
store away all chance information 
into our files. Might we venture 
that paper dolls never were “cut 
out” for a mail order business? 
They take as much description as 
would a Bru—what’s that? Who 
has a Bru to share? 


Back to paper dolls and one 
smart solution on the choicest of 
antique ones which is the charm- 
ing Hosmer re-prints. 


Jenny Lind, originally produced 
as a paper doll at the height of the 
Swedish Nightingale’s triumphs 
comes now on water-color paper, 
the 5 inch doll with eight of her 
most famous operatic costumes. 
There is an eight page booklet 
with original box cover portrait on 
the front. Capsule history and com- 
plete color instructions all in paint- 
able envelope 6 x 9. No. 189JL, 
$2.00. 


The first of H. Hosmer’s re- 
prints so far as we know, was the 
delightful “Jack and Little Fairy 
Lightfoot,” two pretty children 
with five costumes each. These had 
been launched in 1857 by artist 
John Greene Chandler. Mr. Hos- 
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. mer copyrighted these in 1942; they France, was unhappily interrupted 


also are on water-color paper, and, 
white dresses, etc., are complete 
and utterly charming just as they 
are; touches of color put on make 
them reminiscent of hand-tinted 
fashion plates in early printings of 
“Godey’s Lady’s Book.” A four- 
fold, 6% by 10 inch, No. 189, $1.00. 

“Carry” and “Alice” each in or- 
nate envelope re-print could he 
good little sisters in their 1857, tiny 
waisted, bouffant dresses. 

Three and three-fourths inch on 
heavy stock with four lovely, pre- 
Civil War outfits, Carry is No. 
189C, 50c. 

Alice, 4% inches, has only two, 
but oh, so elaborate costumes, with 
a bonnet, of course. No. 189C, 50c. 

As a mail-together special, all 
four of the above Hosmer re-prints 
of charming antique paper dolls, 
while our supply lasts, Order No, 
189-4, for $3.50. 


Crem 


"TWAS EVER THUS 

Several months ago, Alice R. An- 
drews graciously sent in to Kim- 
port a fascinating documentary 
which, in turn, had been copied 
and sent to her by Helen Flagg, 
then vacationing in the Canadian 
Provinces. It is a direct reprint 
from London’s “The Spectator’ is- 
sue of January 17, 1712. So— what 
was our hurry, and beside, for 
alibi No. 2, every sentence, every 
word intrigued me so, that I could 
not muster courage to cut; no’m, 
even those obsolete f’s for s’s stay 
in. 


From the Spectator, 
Thursday, January 17, 1712 


I prefume I need not inform the 
Polite Part of my Readers, that 
before our correfpondence with 


by the War, our Ladies had all 
their Fafhions from thence, which 
the milliners took care to furnifh 
them with by means of a jointed 
Baby, that came regularly over 
once a month, habited after the 
manner of the moft eminent Toafts 
in Paris. I am credibly informed 
that even in the hotteft time of 
the War, the Sex made Feveral Ef- 
forts, and raifed large contribu- 
tions towards the importation of 
this wooden Madomifelle. 


WHETHER the Veffel they fet 
out was lost or taken, or whether 
its Cargo was feized on by the 
Officers of the Cuftom-house as a 
piece of Contraband Goods, I have 
not yet been able to learn; it is 
however certain their firft attempts 
were without succefs, to the no 
fmall difappointment of our whole 
Female World; but their Conftancy 
and Application, in a matter of fo 
great Importance, can never be fuf 
ficiently commended, I am glad to 
find, that in fpite of all oppofition, 
they have at length carried their 
point, of which I received Advice 
iby the two following Letters: 


“Mr. (Fpectator, 

I am fo great a lover of what- 
ever is French, that I lately dif- 
carded an humble Admirer, becaufe 
he neither Fpoke that Tongue, nor 
drank Claret. I have long bewailed 
in fecret, the Calamities of my Sex 
during the War, in all which time 
we have laboured under the infup- 
portable Inventions of Englifh Tire- 
Women, who, tho’ they fometimes 
copy indifferently well, can never 
compofe with that Gout they do in 
France. I was almoft in Defpair 
of ever more feeing a Model from 
that dear Country, when laft Fun- 
day I heard a Lady in the pew 
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next to me, whifper another, that 
the SEVEN-STARS in KING 
FREET CONVENT Garden, there 
was a Mademoifelle completely 
dreffed juft come from Paris. 

I was in the utmost impatience 
during the remaining part of the 
Service, and as foon as ever it was 
over, having learnt the Milliner’s 
addreffe, I went directly to her 
Houfe in King-ftreet but was told 
that the French Lady was at a 
Perfon of Quality’s in Pall-mall, 
and would not be back again until 
very late that night. I was there- 
fore obliged to renew my vifit 
very early this morning, and had 
then a full view of the Moppett 
from Head to foot. 

You cannot imagine, worthy Sir, 
how ridiculoufly I find we have all 
been truffedup during the War, 
and how infinitely the French drefs 
excels ours. 

The Mantua has no Leads in the 
sleeves, and I hope we are not 
lighter than the French Ladies, fo 
as to want that kind of Ballaft; 
the Petticoat has no Whalebone, 
but fits with an Air altogether gal- 
ant and degage, the Coiffure is in- 
expreffibly pretty, and in fhort, the 
whole Drefs has a thoufand beau- 
ties in it which I would not have 
as yet made publick. 

I thought fit, however, to give 
this Notice, that you may not be 
furprifed at my my appearing “a 
la mode de Paris” on the next 
Birth night. 

I am Sir, your humble Servant 

Teraminta.” 
WITHIN an hour after I had read 
this letter, I received another from 
the Owner of the Puppet. 
“SIR:- 

On Saturday laft being the 12th 
Infant, there arrived at the Houfe 


Kingftreet, Covent Garden, a French 
Baby for the year 1712. I have 
taken the utmoft care to have her 
dreffed by the moft celebrated 
Tire Women and Mantua-makers 
in Paris, and do not find that I 
have any Reafon to be forry for 
the Expence I have been at in her 
Clothes and Importation: How- 
ever as I know no Person who is 
so good a Judge of drefs as your- 
felf, if you pleafe to call at Houfe 
on the way to the City, and take 
a view of her, I promife to amend 
whatever you fhall difapprove in 
your next paper, before I exhibit 
her as a Pattern to the Publick. 
I am, SIR, 
Your moft humble Admirer 
Betty Crofs-ftitch.” 
AS I am willing to do anything 
within reafon for the Service of 
my Country-women, and had much 
rather prevent Faults than find 
them, I went laft night to the 
Houfe of the above-mentioned Mes. 
Crofs-ftitch. As soon as I entered 
the Maid of the Shop, who, I 
fuppofe, was prepared for my com- 
ing, without afking me any quef- 
tions, introduced me to the little 
Damfel, and ran away to call her 
Miftrefs. THE PUPPET was dreff- 
ed in a Cherry colored Gown and 
Petticoat, with a fhort working 
Apron over it, which difcovered 
her Shape to the moft advantage. 
Her Hair was cut and divided very 
prettily, with feveral Ribbons ftuck 
up and down on it. The Milliner 
affured me, that her Complection 
was fuch as was worn by all La- 
dies of the Best Fafhion in Paris. 
Her head was extremely high, on 
which Subject having long fince 
declared my Sentiments, I fhall fay 
nothing more to it at prefent. I 
was alfo offended at a fmall Patch 
she wore on her Breaft, which I 
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cannot fuppofe was placed there 
with any good Defign. 

Her Necklace was of an im- 
moderate length, being tied before 
in fuch a manner, that the two 
ends hung down to her Girdle, but 
whether thefe supply the place of 
Kiffing Ftrings in our Enemy’s 
Country, and whether the Britifh 
Ladies have any occafion for them, 
I fhall leave to their ferious Con- 
fideration. 

AFTER having obferved the Par- 
ticulars of her Drefs, as I was 
taking a view of it altogether, the 
Fhop-maid, who is a pert Wench, 
told me that Madamoifelle had 
fomething very curious in the ty- 
ing of her Garters, but as I pay a 
due refpect even to a pair of 
Sticks when they are in Petticoats, 
I did not examine into that Par- 
ticular. 

UPON the whole I was well 
enough pleafed with the Appear- 
ance of this Gay Lady and the 
more fo becaufe she was not talk- 
ative, a Quality very rarely to be 
met with in the reft of her Coun- 
_ try-women. 
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DISCOVERED BY A HAIR! 

Mrs. Belden R. Reap wrote from 
Maryland on stationery imprinted 
“Old Dolls, etc.’ Then right by 
this letterhead, she had written — 
“seemed a good idea at the time, 
but I’ve never found the doll I 
could sell, and if I traded them, 
I always wanted them back! 

“Some years ago, I bought a 
pair of bisques which the dealer 
said had belonged to twins, each 
with a wig fashioned from its 
small owner’s hair. He told me 
that one twin had lived to be an 
old lady, but the other had died in 


childhood. Long and lovingly, I 
pondered — which one of you be- 
longed to the litle girl who died? 
Finally, I decided that the blond 
had a sort of frowsy, unkempt air 
of being unloved, like children in 
orphanages sometimes have. 

“Well, some months later, I re- 
visited the dealer, a man with con- 
siderable talent for fixing dolls, 
and asked him if he knew which 
doll had belonged to the sister who 
had died early. ‘Why, yes, I do’, 
he said — ‘It was that blond one, 
and do you know, I never could 
make her hair stay right!’” 


VIVA FRESH AIR! 

Mrs. A. M. Averbach has had us 
send more than fifty dolls from 
Kimport to California, all well 
chosen additions to a_ collection 
which really gets used. “Shelves 
are overflowing,’ she writes, “but 
fortunately I have a very small 
wardrobe so that my enormous 
bedroom closet can hold the over- 
flow!” 

- But the reason little Doll Talk is 
finding space for Ethel (Mrs. A.) 
is to quote from q summer letter— 
“We are starting a pilot project at 
the L. A. Braille Institute, where 
a small group of blind people will 
‘see’ part of my African and South 
Pacific carvings throwgh their sen- 
sitive, trained fingertips. If this is 
successful, a whole new recreation- 
al venture will be planned with 
regular shows in which all local 
sculptors and artists will be asked 
to join. Sounds exciting, doesn’t 
it? And it all began through a 
chance bus conversation with a 
woman sitting alongside me, a 
total stranger, but both of us 
fresh-air fiends on an overheated, 
overcrowded and unventilated bus.” 
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THE SHOW MUST GO ON 
Ruth Bosworth Eddy, who men- 
tions with sweet assurance her 
three score years and ten, must 
have one of the happiest big do! 
families in this whole country. 
With her Doll Talk renewal, Miss 
Eddy writes:—“I have been ill with 
heart the past year and shall not 
be purchasing more dolls. I do 
have, as you know, an outstanding 
collection of American, and for- 
eign dolls from almost every 
country. I give talks and show 
dolls, especially the foreign, to 
many Girl Scouts and Brownie 
troops in this area. I’ll enclose the 
last thank you letter I recieved 


SO you can see how these young- 


sters do appreciate and respond.” 


NO COMPETITION TO UEBEL 


It’s perhaps unfair to put ordi- 
nary dolls up against the exquisite 
creations of Margaret Uebel. Mrs. 
Wesley B. Coffin of Alabama has 
acquired every new Uebel charac- 
ter available through Kimport, but 
of course shopped for other dolls 
when in Europe. 

“The (Fair in Brussels almost 
killed me. I should have taken 
the cruise last instead of first. I 
did bring my granddaughters 
dolls from each country, but they 
were not collector’s items; how- 
ever, that little granddaughter 
who is so fond of my dolls, care- 
fully took both her’s and her sis- 
ter’s from France and put them 
carefully on her little dresser “for 
decorations” she said “and not to 
play with.” I only bought two 
dolls for myself, a little French 
miss and‘a Portuguese girl from 
Lisbon, but they do not compare 
with my Uebel collection.” 


SUCH APPRECIATION 


Jacqueline Zuberbuehler wrote 
back immediately to share her spe- 
cial thrill over those fine, old, pad- 
ded silk Chinese dolls. “They are 
all so fabulous that I can scarce- 
ly wait for my husband to see 
them. He spent several years in 
China during the war and brought 
back many Chinese ‘objects d’ art’, 
but nothing like these. They will 
definitely be framed for our new 
home.” 

Charles must have arrived before 
the postman, because — “P.S. — 
Well, I was right. My husband says 
these are the choicest dolls I’ve 
bought and wishes I could ‘get 20 
or 30 of them — ha!” 

By the way, the only stock we 
have left on these is the Manchu 
Lady with elaborate headdress, 
front page of D.T. for May-June 


58. She is No. 439A, $4.50. 


eek 


DIG THAT BEAT 


Irene Nielsen’s last Doll of the 
Month was a funny fiddler from 
Barcelona. That seemed to start 
her—plus Dianne, Pat and Kerry— 
off on another one of their family 
projects, to assemble the musicians 
for a spinet top group. Mrs. Niel- 
sen admits it was “a motley crew 
who, if suddenly endowed with 
sound effects, might. back the Sal- 
vation Army off to Skid Row!” 
Aside from the new Klumpe vio- 
linist there were Carolyn John’s 
Gypsy with her tambourine, Ecua- 
dorian flutist and Peruvian with 
pipes-of-Pan, Cuban maracca shak- 
er, a Chinese priest with cymbals, 
Hawaiian with ukelele and a Haiti 
voodo drummer! 

iKKimport has all these instrument 
players and more, too, should you 
covet musicians, 
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DOLL TALK 
Editor, Ruby Short McKim 


A magazine in miniature, 
published for doll enthusi- 


asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 

Subscription is $1.00 for 
two years. 

Address: 


KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 
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A Dol] Book Review 


DOLL BOOKS — NEW TODAY 
COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 
TOMORROW! 


An active response to the list of | 


books we enclosed with last Doll 
Talk shows how seriously many 
collectors take their hobby. In- 
formation always pays dividends 
and we hope you are not overlook- 
ing any of the best authors. Two 
authorities, Janet Johl and Elean- 
or St. George will write no more, 
and their published volumes are 
dwindling fast. Already the first 
ibook of Janet Johl is a collector’s 
item, quoted high and still difficult 
to get. The others may all move 
into that premium class once pres- 
ent stocks are exhausted. 


Luckily enough we still have one 
title of Johl’s, and all three of the 
St. George books. Of course Kim- 
port has not raised prices. Maybe 
you better consider these four 
books again: 


“STILL MORE ABOUT DOLLS” 
Janet P. Johl, (only Johl book 
SVGURDIO} 2 is...ctinnd ddan $5.00 
China, bisque, papier-mache and 
many other types of dolls are dis- 
cussed. Illustrated with fine and 
interesting dolls from many collec- 
tions. 

“THE DOLLS OF YESTERDAY” 
Eleanor St. George ................ $10.00 
One of the largest, most artistical- 
ly printed, which definitely helps 
in establishing dates and manufac- 


turers. Includes information on 
wooden, papier-mache, Jumeaus, 
etc. Thirty-two chapters, buckram 


bound, 400 doll pictures, 244 pages. 

“DOLLS OF THREE CENTUR- 
TES” Eleanor St. George .... $6.50 
Includes photographs and informa- 
tion about outstanding modern and 
antique collections in the U. S. and 


Europe. Handsomely illustrated, 
198 pages, 350 photos. 

“OLD DOLLS” Eleanor St. 
GeOfie 225.228. te RO 


In 19 chapters the author describes 
the most collectible dolls, where to 
find old dolls, dressing dolls; and 
national houses are also discussed. 
Small, 44% x6” but buckram bound; 
176 pages, 78 photographs. 


A HELPFUL PROJECT 

Mrs. Martha J. Nelson of Cali- 
fornia in sending an order, sug- 
gested the helpful way dolls can 
continue to instruct and please, 
though their owner is gone. “The 
doll stands will be my gift this 
year to add to the “Doll Collection 
of Mrs. May B. Sheldon (now de- 
ceased) which I gave as a memor- 
ial to the El Dorado County Li- 
brary. I bought two display cases 
from Kimport several months ago, 
which now make a suitable plaice 
to show the many sizes of dolls.” 
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WALL, WALL! 

Along with her order and check 
for a pair of really choice Zuni 
beaded dolls, Dorothy Spiegel con- 
fided:— “Several weeks ago, guests 
for dinner asked to see some of 
my dolls; the lady remarked, ‘It’s 
easy to see why you prefer dolls 
to new wallpaper.’ ” 

We surely hope these denizens of 
a vanishing American handcraft 
will compensate for nice bare 
walls. Oh, Miss Spiegel’s morale 
is ace high—she blithely continued 
—“Tf you are ever in our town, 
come and visit me and my dolls. 
You needn’t look at the walls!” 

How about just building wall 
size doll cases, Dorothy? That’d 
cover blank spaces. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
CLIPPINGS 


“As to those special antique 
wants, I'll willingly let you snoop 
for the dolls and do all the foot 
work.” —Alice Stimmel, Ohio 


“I was given a small bonnet 
headed bisque figurine in sitting 
position, and told it is an antique, 
made to perch in shells. A shell 
came with mine. One can imagine 
these ‘shell dolls’ were a popular 
sight on the corner what-nots of 
years gone by.” 

—Cornelia Christopher, N. J. 


“Now we have passed that de- 
pression crisis and are among the 
employed again — and among the 
healthy. We have had to, of 
course, sort of tighten up on some 
things, but I hope to keep the doll 
collecting going on and on, as it 
isn’t a luxury, but a necessity!” 

—Mrs. H. C. Morrow, Texas 


“It is my understanding that 
you will send a complimentary 
copy of Doll Talk to any of my 
friends who are collectors. I get 
so much out of my Doll Talk, I 
wish to share it.” 


—Frances Rochlitz, Ill. 


“Those Doll Primer pages are 
so enjoyable and helpful, due to 
the research, etc. I know they just 
don’t drop out of the blue!” 

—Mrs. Blaniche Baldridge, Iowa 


“There is never any lack of con- 
versational material in our living 
room, It is beginning to look like 
a Kimport annex!” 

—Margaret M. Hyde, Kansas 


“The Tanganyika pair show such 
skill in carving; there’s something 
almost oriental enough in the face 
of the old man to make one be- 
lieve in the theory of Africa being 
the ‘cradle of the human race’”. 

—Nora Dencer, N. J. 


“I am so pleased to have my 
twelve White House folks and 
think the faces are very fine. Will 
not join the Doll of the Month for 
a year as I want some other spe- 
cials in the antique dolls.” 

—Beatrice Griffiths, Mass. 


“I was glad to see the Austrian 
folk dancers, No. 209, as I have 
visited Vienna, my grandmother’s 
birthplace.”—Marcella Gosch, Minn. 


“Your extra _ enclosure on 
‘Brides’ interested me very much, 
but since my daughter just got 
married, I’m in no financial con- 
dition to get any this month!” 

—Mrs. Pearl Brown, S. C. 
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“There is no way to spend so 
little and gain so much as for Doll 
Talk! Whenever it arrives, all 
activity ceases and there is the 
‘pause that refreshes’.” 

—Mrs. Porter Clark, Kansas 


“The faculty wives recently gave 
a dinner at which each was to 
wear a hat, a costume or a hair- 
do of original design. I made an 
original hat with a circle of small 
dolls holding hands around the 
brim of an old hat. I was runner- 
up for first prize, but a ‘sputnik’ 
design beat me! It was such fun 
and everyone admired my dolls.” 

—Mrs. W. B. Keighton, Penna. 


“I always enjoy the whole Doll 
| Talk, but particularly liked Mrs. 
A. B. Christopher’s idea this time.” 
(Page 12-Vol. 12, No. 6) 

—Alma Robeck, Maryland 


“I do enjoy Doll Talk, and my 
love of dolls just goes on and on! 
Each doll and each contact leads 
to something or somebody new.” 

—Virginia Lightner, Ohio 


“Our family has been living in 
Iran for over a year. My daughter 
and I were quite lucky to get an 
Iranian bazaar girl make us a doll 
of stick and string and rags as they 
make for themselves to play with. 
Pull the string under her skirts 
and her arms go up and down, 
waving bright cloths in her hands. 
"Certainly not pretty but it looks 


—Mrs. Bettijane Williamson, Calif. 


“Betsy Ross was the center of 
interest for my ‘Americana’ group 
that I featured for May.” 

—Karin Bone, Illinois 


-Trans-Jordan 


fine in our ‘loved-to-death’ group.” — 


“Neither have I, too, met up 
with any country lane bargains. 
It has been my experience that 
the country laners have fancier 
prices than the city slickers — on 


poorer merchandise! With that 
pearl of wisdom, Ellen’ Betty 
Confucius sends best regards!” 


—Betty Brink, Ind. 


“My new Bethlehem Bride doll 
is delightful, and now I want the 
Arabs, at once, 
as I want to take them to the 
Baptist Women’s House Party at 
Kalamazoo College next week.” 

—Mrs. Leether Hutchison, Mich. 


“Please hold the Florodora bisque 
for me. She sounds perfectly ador- 
able. Even I might have a few 
cracks if I were as old. It will 
only make her that much more 
endearing.” —Freda Webb, Calif. 


“Hurry and renew my subscrip- 
tion so I won’t miss a single Doll 
Talk! I had that feeling that my 
subscription was going to expire 
and really was glad to see your 
reminder. I love dolls and maybe 
I can collect a few even though my 
budget is very, very tiny; how I 
can manage, I don’t know — may- 
be you can tell me.” 

—Mrs. W. J. Cheairs, Tenn. 


“Pires. = want to tell you how 
much I am enjoying my collection 
of ‘First Ladies’, dolls who repre- 


sent such a picturesque part of 


our country’s history. They create 
a lot of interest and conversation 
as I have them set up in proper 
order in their cabinet, with special 
electric lighting.” 

—Mrs. William MacMillian, N. J. 


DOLL PRIMER: DOLL OR QUEEN—ANNES THE NAME! 


“Good Queen Anne, sat in the sun; fair as a lily, round as a bun.” 
Everyone knows this rhyme, and most experienced collectors have read 
many articles on Queen Anne dolls. 


} 


The period during which Queen Anne dolls dominated the English 
scene is much longer than the reign of Queen Anne herself. That was . 
only from 1702 to 1714, and the dolls, later named for her, were pro- 
duced as early as 1690 when Mary II ruled and were still popular when 
King George III alternately ruled and raved until 1820. Few of the 
early ones survived the Great Plague and the Great Fire, but by 1733, 
even commercial ones were being made again, and a certain William 
Higgs turned them on a lathe and said: “Our apprentice, Joe, paints 
their faces up to make them look a little smug.” His price of 2%d each 
is a far cry from the premiums paid today. These of course were not 
to compare with beautifully hand-carved dolls of the period. 


All Queen Anne wooden dolls were basically the same; head and body 
turned from wood, in one piece; arms and legs of wood separately at- 
tached at shoulders and hips. The heads were quite egg shaped; and 
the features varied from slightly projecting noses and shallow mouth 
and eye sockets on the simple ones, to high sculptured noses and deep- 
ly carved mouths on the more expensive models. The eyes might be 
painted or inset, even blown glass, or usually of white porcelain with 
blackblob iris. ‘In the wood turning, shoulders dropped steeply from 
slender necks, then wide single round for busts, narrowing again down 
to an abnormally low placed, wasp-like waist. Hips broadened sharply, 
furthering the line of long waisted, bouffant skirted farthingale. Hips 
were always mortised to take the jointed legs. Always, always, the 
back including hips was planed flat. The hair might be painted on or 
as a wig of human hair, or flax tow be tacked to the skull as evidenced 
iby the holes and tacks themselves left on the old denuded models. The 
faces, necks and busts were originally coated with a plaster gesso and 
then smooth enamel laid on. 


There was no uniformity of costume; that varied with the fashion of 
the times. Mostly they were sold undressed and their buyers might 
dress them as toys or, drape them in silks or fabrics. Since they have 
survived 250 years or more, obviously unless preserved in museums, the 
costumes would have needed renewing, and some retain only the bare 
torso with which they started out so long ago. Styles gre transient, but 
sturdy English timiber, fashioned into the Queen Anne dolls, has bravely 
survived in a few instances and even in the crudest forms are a precious 
possession. What an aura of royalty they add to any collection! 
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